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"We had now, we thought, got beyond fear of pursuit,
and our apprehensions removed, I began to find some-
thing rather exhilarating in our position. It was such a
pleasant change from our usual confinement indoors to
be in the open air, and riding over the country at the
head of a band of horsemen seemed like acting a part in
a fairytale. All possible adventures might be before us.
Mr. Joyce, who knew the natives much, better than I did,
did not at all share in my pleasurable anticipations. On
the contrary, he expressed his belief that our adventures
might end very unpleasantly. Quite unconsciously our
men presently intimated the same opinion.
The tracks had become so confused that our men
were at fault. They halted and held a consultation, -which
ended by their selecting two of their number to ride
before and act as guides. The two men advanced, picked
out a track, and as we proceeded along it they began to
sing their own praises, and to proclaim their competence
to direct the way, in a series of interrogatories addressed
to each other. * Brother/ one of them commenced, * do
we not know the country, when to turn to the right
and when to the left, which villages we should enter, and
which it would be wise to avoid?9 These last words
aroused my curiosity. I inquired what they meant by
saying that some villages were to be avoided. The men
replied with great circumlocution, informing motthat in
the same manner as the Almighty had created animals
of all species, so had He endowed human beings with an
infinite variety of dispositions; some were peaceable and
submissive to authority, others, when the restraint of the
law was removed,' stretched their necks,' and ^ere de-
fiant to their superiors. In conclusion, they gave me to
understand that there were some villages that we had
much better leave at a distance.